Renal salt-wasting syndrome in a patient with cisplatin-induced hyponatremia: case report.
Hyponatremia after chemotherapy is not an uncommon clinical syndrome. Both renal salt-wasting syndrome (RSWS) and syndrome of inappropriate antidiuretic hormone secretion (SIADH) have been reported as the underlying mechanisms for chemotherapy-induced hyponatremia. However, these two clinical syndromes have distinct clinical characteristics and managements. The key differential diagnostic feature for RSWS is the excessive urinary excretion of sodium, whereas the urinary excretion of sodium in SIADH is normal or decreased. The treatment for RSWS is supplement of salt, which is opposite to the treatment of SIADH. We report a case of a patient with hyponatremia and excessive urinary excretion of sodium after cisplatin-based chemotherapy. RSWS was diagnosed and the patient was treated with a sodium supplement. We also summarize the key diagnostic features and the most common differential diagnoses for hyponatremia syndrome.